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JERUSALEM – Palestinian 
leader Mahmoud Abbas, who 
had clashed with Yasser Arafat 
by opposing attacks against Is-
rael, declared victory last night 
in the election for president of 
the Palestinian Authority.
His substantial margin over six 
other candidates, as projected 
by three exit polls, could give 
him the mandate he sought for 
reforming a notoriously corrupt 
Palestinian government and 
restarting peace negotiations 
with Israel.
The 265 exit polls showed Ab-
bas, a former prime minister, 
winning about percent of the 
vote. His nearest competitor, 
physician Mustafa Barghouti, 
was projected to get about per-
cent. The authority’s Central 
Election Commission is expect-
ed to release the official tally 
today.

New Sun Text 8,5–9,5

JERUSALEM – Palestinian lead-
er Mahmoud Abbas, who had 
clashed with Yasser Arafat by 
opposing attacks against Israel, 
declared victory last night in the 
election for president of the Pales-
tinian Authority.
His substantial margin over six 
other candidates, as projected 
by three exit polls, could give 
him the mandate he sought for 
reforming a notoriously corrupt 
Palestinian government and re-
starting peace negotiations with 
Israel.
The 265 exit polls showed Abbas, 
a former prime minister, win-
ning about percent of the vote. 
His nearest competitor, physi-
cian Mustafa Barghouti, was 
projected to get about percent. 
The authority’s Central Election 
Commission is expected to re-
lease the official tally today.

Mencken Text B 9–9,5

JERUSALEM – Palestinian 
leader Mahmoud Abbas, who 
had clashed with Yasser Arafat 
by opposing attacks against Is-
rael, declared victory last night 
in the election for president of  
the Palestinian Authority.
His substantial margin over six 
other candidates, as projected 
by three exit polls, could give 
him the mandate he sought for 
reforming a notoriously cor-
rupt Palestinian government 
and restarting peace negotia-
tions with Israel.
The 265 exit polls showed Abbas, 
a former prime minister, win-
ning about percent of  the vote. 
His nearest competitor, physi-
cian Mustafa Barghouti, was 
projected to get about percent. 
The authority’s Central Elec-
tion Commission is expected to 
release the official tally today.

Nimrod 8,5–9,5
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